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A doenca vassoura-de-bruxa causada pel o fungo da classe dos basidiomicetos, Crinipellis perniciosa € de sumaimportancia,
devido ao seu efeito devastador sobre a cultura do cacaueiro, com sérias conseqiiéncias sicio-econdmicas nos paises onde ela
ocorre. Embora a sintomatologia da doenca ja tenha sido descrita por outros autores, o presente trabalho tem como objetivo a
redescricdo detalhada de todos os sintomas naturais e artificialmente induzidos, a partir da semente, passando por todos 0s
estégios de desenvolvimento até a planta adulta em producgéo. As descricdes visam facilitar o diagnéstico para técnicos e
fitopatol ogi stas ndo familiarizados com a doenca que levarem em consideracdo alguns sintomas ainda ndo descritos e outros cuja
descricdo era incompleta ou ambigua. Aspectos epidemiol 6gicos da producdo de basidiomas nas partes colonizadas, apés o
aparecimento dos sintomas sdo também apresentados.
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Redescription of the symptomatology caused by Crinipellis perniciosa in cacao. The
witches' broom disease of cacao caused by the basidiomycete fungus Crinipellis perniciosa is extremely important due to its
devastating effect on the cacao crop with serious socio-economical consequences for the countries where the disease occurs.
Witches' broom symptoms have been described by several authors, but omissions and incorrectionswere noted in their descriptions.
Thiswork is an attempt to redescribe al disease symptoms naturally and artificially induced, from seedsto adult plants covering
all stages of plant development. These detail ed descriptions of symptomswill help technicians and plant pathol ogists not familiar
with the disease to diagnose the disease by considering some symptoms not yet described and others which description was
incompl ete or ambiguous. Epidemiological aspects of basidiomata production on colonized and dead parts, after the onset of the
symptoms are also dealt with.
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