Agrotrépica 20: 5 - 12. 2008.
Centro de Pesquisas do Cacau, Ilhéus, Bahia, Brasil

ADAPTABILIDADE E ESTABILIDADE DE MILHO NO NORDESTE BRASILEIRO
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Quinze variedades e dois hibridos de milho foram avaliados em noventa e um ambientes do Nordeste brasileiro, no periodo de
1999 a 2003, em blocos ao acaso, com trés repeti¢cdes, visando conhecer a adaptabilidade e a estabilidade desses materiais para fins de
recomendagdo. Detectaram-se, na andlise de varidncia conjunta, diferengas entre os ambientes e os materiais e inconsisténcia no
comportamento desses materiais em face das oscilagdes ambientais. Os hibridos Pioneer 3021 e BRS 3123, utilizados como testemunhas,
mostraram melhor adaptagdo que as variedades, com rendimentos superiores, tanto em ambientes desfavordveis, quanto favoraveis.
As variedades Sertanejo, AL 25, AL 34, AL 30 e Asa Branca, de melhor adaptacdo, mostraram-se exigentes nas condi¢des desfavoraveis,
justificando suas recomendagdes para as condi¢des favordveis. As variedades Assum Preto e Caatingueiro, de baixa adaptacéo e
exigentes nas condi¢des desfavordveis, t€m na sua superprecocidade forte justificativa para seus usos em dreas de sertdo.
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Corn adaptability and stability in Brazilian Northeast. The adaptability and stability of fifteen varieties
and two hybrids of corn were evaluated at ninety one environments of the Brazilian Northeast, during the period of 1999 to 2003 in
arandomized block design, with three replications, aiming their recommendation to the prevalent agricultural systems. The aggregated
variance analysis detected significant differences among environments and materials, but also detected an inconsistent behavior of the
materials face the environmental oscillations. The Pioneer 3021 and BRS 3123 hybrids, used as controls, showed better adaptation
than the varieties with superior grain yield either under favorable as unfavorable environment. The Sertanejo, AL 25, AL 34, AL 30,
and Asa Branca varieties, which have better adaptation shown to be more demanding under unfavorable conditions, justifying their
recommendation to favorable environments. The Assum Preto and Caatingueiro varieties, despite their low adaptation and demanding
characteristics under unfavorable conditions, have in their high precocity strong reasons for their recommendation to semiarid
environments.
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